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in no other well-governed country on earth are due to the
over-increase in population. Gentlemen, this is not so. If
you go into figures you will find that the population does
not increase in India as fast as it does in many European
countries like Germany and England. And if you read
the paper written ivy Mr. Baines, the late Census Commis-
sioner of India, in the first volume of the British Empire
Series recently issued in London, you will find the Census
Commissioner himself admits that the growth of population
in India is not so fast as that in Germany or in England.
'Sometimes again it is asserted that the poverty of the Indian
agriculturist is due to his own improvidence, wastefulness,
and folly. Gentlemen, this is not so. Those who have
passed the best portion of their life among the Indian culti-
vators as I have done, will tell you that the Indian, culti-
vator is about the most frugal, the most provident, the
most thoughtful about his future among all races of culti-
vators on earth. If he goes to the money-lender it is not
because he is in love with the money-lender, but because
he has nothing to eat. If he pays 25 or 37 per cent as
interest on loans, it is because he cannot get loans on
lower interest on such security as he can offer.
We are all aware that the Government of India are at
the present time endeavouring to safeguard the interests of
the cultivators in the Punjab and elsewhere from the claims
of money-lenders on their land. I do not wish to speak
on the merits of the Bill, because I never wish to say a word
'or to express an opinion on inadequate information, and
the information I have been able to gather about the con-
dition of the Punjab tenants is not yet as full and com-
plete as I could wish it to be. All that I can say is that
this idea, that the condition of cultivators can be improved,
'not by helping them to save, but by restricting their right

